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WELCOME TO THE SAS & AAA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The Q)uarterly Connect
%/M/%m o here!

SAS/AAA Alumni Panel

—— OUR PANELISTS EMPHASIZED THESE

i
PAYING T FOR : ‘ CRITICAL POINTS FOR STUDENTS'
e 3 4 CONTINUED GROWTH:
i « EMBRACE INDEPENDENCE: MASTER
TIME MANAGEMENT, BALANCING

ACADEMICS, DEADLINES, AND
SOCIAL LIFE IN COLLEGE.

e YOUR PATH IS NOT LINEAR: IT'S
NORMAL TO CHANGE MAJORS,
EXPLORE NEW FIELDS, AND
DISCOVER NEW INTERESTS.

e MENTORSHIP CREATES MOMENTUM:
ACTIVELY SEEK MENTORS AT
VARIOUS STAGES (STUDENTS,
PROFESSORS, PROFESSIONALS) FOR
DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES.

e EXPERIENCE BEATS THEORY: GAIN
CONFIDENCE AND OPEN DOORS
THROUGH INTERNSHIPS,
VOLUNTEERING, OFFICE HOURS, AND
HANDS-ON PROJECTS.

e PRIORITIZE MENTAL HEALTH:
UTILIZE CAMPUS RESOURCES AND
TALK TO YOUR PEERS. REMEMBER:
YOU DON'T HAVE TO NAVIGATE
ACADEMIC PRESSURE ALONE.

ON NOVEMBER 12, WE HAD THE FIRST-EVER SAS/AAA ALUMNI PANEL! WE WERE
THRILLED BY THE PHENOMENAL TURNOUT OF OVER 80 ATTENDEES, FEATURING CURRENT
SCHOLARS AND RECENT ALUMNI.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR ALUMNI PANELISTS FOR SHARING THEIR INVALUABLE
WISDOM AND REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES:

ALYSSA GUARDADO; ANDRES M. CORONA, MD; JENNYFER MENDEZ; RAQUEL KAUFFMAN
MARTINEZ; FABIANA DIEZ-CIANFERONI; JENNIFER ZAHORAN.

WANT TO SERVE AS A SPEAKER FOR OUR UPCOMING TRACK SERIES? DETAILS ARE IN
THIS NEWSLETTER!



In the Spotlight

MOISES ALMAO IS AN ASPIRING  CLINICAL
NEUROPSYCHOLOGIST WHO BEGAN HIS DUAL
BACHELOR'S DEGREES IN PSYCHOLOGY (BA) AND
BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE (BS) IN THE FALL OF
2025 AT THE HONORS COLLEGE OF FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY. AS THE FIRST-PLACE
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER FROM SAS WEST, HE PLANS
TO SAVE THE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AS A BACKUP
STIPEND FOR FUTURE RESEARCH CONFERENCES AND
PRESENTATIONS HE HOPES TO ATTEND.

HE GRADUATED FROM SAS IN THE SPRING OF 2025
AND HAS SINCE TAKEN PART IN NUMEROUS
MEANINGFUL ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL
EXPERIENCES. THROUGH HIS WORK AS A
RESEARCHER AND COMMUNITY ADVOCATE AT MIAMI
DADE COLLEGE, HE EARNED MULTIPLE NATIONAL PSI
BETA AWARDS FROM THE NATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
HONOR SOCIETY. BEFORE BEGINNING HIS FALL
SEMESTER, HE RECEIVED THE NEWS THAT HE HAD
BEEN SELECTED AS AN HSF (HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP

Moises Almao
FUND) SCHOLAR THROUGH A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE SAS Wost C/0O 2025

APPLICATION PROCESS—AN HONOR THAT NOW

GRANTS HIM ACCESS TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

AND VOLUNTEER RESOURCES.

MOISES ALSO PRESENTED HIS CONCEPT-PROOF

PROJECT, “GIVING CONFIDENCE: TUTORING ENGLISH

TO UKRAINIAN STUDENTS AND BEYOND,” AT THE

MCNAIR FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE IN OCTOBER, WHERE HIS PRESENTATION WAS WELL
RECEIVED AND OPENED DOORS FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROJECT.
ADDITIONALLY, HE COMPLETED A SIX-WEEK PROGRAM CALLED “SPROUTING,” DURING
WHICH HE PRESENTED A DRAFT OF HIS LITERATURE REVIEW, “COGNITIVE
DETERIORATION IN OLDER ADULTS CAUSED BY SOCIAL ISOLATION AND LONELINESS.”
HE IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE HONORS COLLEGE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL AS PART
OF THE FRESHMAN COMMITTEE, WHERE HE HELPS ORGANIZE EVENTS, DELIVER CLASS
PRESENTATIONS, SUPPORT RECRUITMENT EFFORTS, AND HOLD OFFICE HOURS TO
ADVISE STUDENTS ON VOLUNTEERING HOURS AND PATHWAY CREDITS. BEYOND HIS
STUDIES AND EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENT AT FIU, MOISES ALSO VOLUNTEERS FOR
THE SAS/AAA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AS A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. HIS ROLE
IN THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CONTINUES TO STRENGTHEN HIS GROWTH AS A STUDENT
AND FUTURE PROFESSIONAL, ALLOWING HIM TO SHARE HIS EXPERIENCES, CONTRIBUTE
IDEAS, AND REPRESENT SAS WITH PRIDE.



SINCE GRADUATING, TALIA LOPEZ
HAS BUILT TLC PHOTOS, A LUXURY
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY BRAND
SERVING MIAMI  AND NYC WITH
PLANS ON PERHAPS EXPANDING
GLOBALLY.

HER WORK IS KNOWN FOR ITS BRIGHT,
AIRY AND ELEGANT STYLE, CAPTURING
LOVE STORIES WITH CARE, EMOTION
AND ARTISTRY.

TALIA HAS BEEN AN ENTHUSIASTIC
SUPPORTER OF THE ASSOCIATION
SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2023. SHE
HAS DONATED HER TIME, ENERGY,
CRAFT, AND GENEROSITY.

SHE IS TO BE COMMENDED FOR HER
SELFLESSNESS AND HER  GENUINE
LOVE OF SAS. WE ARE PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
TLC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDED AND
FUNDED BY TALIA! THIS NEW
SCHOLARSHIP WILL BE GIVEN AT THE
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD EVENT
IN MAY 2026.

Talia Lopez
SAS Kendall 2016

PHOTOS

PHOTOS BY TLC PHOTOS



THIS PAST YEAR HAS BEEN A YEAR OF FORMIDABLE GROWTH. A
YEAR WHERE EACH OFFICER, COMMITTEE LEAD AND COMMITTEE
MEMBER COLLABORATED TO BRING YOU AN ASSOCIATION
WORTHY OF BEARING THE NAMES OF THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH
MADE EACH OF YOU DETERMINED, DRIVEN, AND DEDICATED
PEOPLE.

LISTED HERE IS A GLIMPSE INTO WHAT YOUR ASSOCIATION HAS
ACHIEVED THROUGHOUT 2025:

e FIRST SUMMER NETWORKING EVENT AT LINCOLN'S BEARD
BREWERY.

e DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLICATION OF THE ALUMNI
NEWSLETTER:

THE QUARTERLY CONNECT

e LAUNCH OF THE OPEN FORUM.

e MENTORHSIP PROGRAM LAUNCHED.

e ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MENTOR/MENTEE PANEL.

e NEW BOARD MEMBER POSITIONS FILLED EACH PILLAR.

¢ GOOGLE DOMAIN NAME ACQUIRED.

e DEVELOPMENT AND LAUNCH OF THE OFFICIAL ALUMNI
WEBSITE:

Lourdes Orta
Executive Director

SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM
e BREVO COMMUNICATION PLATFORM LAUNCHED.
e FIRST TIME PARTICIPATING IN GIVEMIAMIDAY AND IN THE
GIVEMIAMIDAY 5K RACE.
e ESTABLISHED AS A NON-FOR PROFIT BUSINESS-NOT JUST AN
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

TO ENSURE YOU NEVER MISS AN UPDATE, PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OFFICIAL ALUMNI
COMMUNICATIONS.

EMAILS WILL COME FROM:
ALUMNIASSOCIATIONSASAAA@10039237.BREVOSEND.COM

IN ADDITION TO EMAIL, THE ASSOCIATION WILL ALSO SHARE IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
REMINDERS VIA TEXT MESSAGE THROUGH BREVO. MAKE SURE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION IS
UP TO DATE SO YOU CAN STAY INFORMED ABOUT EVENTS, OPPORTUNITIES, AND COMMUNITY
NEWS!

EXECUTIVE BOARD DIRECT CONTACT INFORMATION

ANGIE URRUTIA: PRESIDENT@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM
LOURDES ORTA: DIRECTOR@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM

MICHELLE LOPEZ:VICEPRESIDENT@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM
KYLE FORGES: SECRETARY@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM



Treasurer's Corner

Your Generosity During GiveMiamiDay

GIVE MIAMI DAY SUCCESS!

THIS YEAR, THE SAS/AAA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PARTICIPATED IN GIVE MIAMI DAY
FOR THE FIRST TIME. WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE THAT THIS YEAR'S GIVE MIAMI DAY
WAS AN INCREDIBLE SUCCESS FOR THE SAS/AAA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND OUR
MISSION TO SUPPORT SCHOLARS, ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT, AND COMMUNITY
PROGRAMMING.

THESE FUNDS DIRECTLY SUPPORT OUR SCHOLARSHIPS, ALUMNI INITIATIVES, AND
MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS THAT HELP UPLIFT BOTH CURRENT SAS SCHOLARS AND

GCRADUATES ACROSS MIAMI-DADE.
PLEASE NOTE: ALL GIVE MIAMI DAY FUNDS ARE EXPECTED TO BE DEPOSITED BY

DECEMBER 31ST.

THANK YOU TO EVERY DONOR, VOLUNTEER, AND AMBASSADOR WHO HELPED MAKE
THIS YEAR SO SUCCESSFUL. TOGETHER, WE CONTINUE TO BUILD A STRONGER,
MORE CONNECTED ALUMNI COMMUNITY!

THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY OF OUR COMMUNITY, WE
RAISED $3,230.00 IN DIRECT DONATIONS, PLUS AN
ADDITIONAL $1,000.00 IN MATCHING FUNDS, FOR A TOTAL
IMPACT OF $4,230.00! EVEN MORE INSPIRING IS THE LEVEL
OF PARTICIPATION! 53 DONORS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS
YEAR'S CAMPAIGN, MAKING IT ONE OF OUR STRONGEST
SHOWINGS YET!

SAS/AAA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
DUES/DONATIONS

SCAN THE QR CODE, OR CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK

We accept credit cards through our PayPal and you can establish automatic
recurring payments.



https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/ZNRJ545YVB62J

Our community has a new home!
SASAAAAlumniAssociation.com is officially
live. Explore the site to access association

updates, scholarship information,
membership and dues links, donation
options, and other resources—all in one
place.

As we expand and refine the site, we'd love your

feedback.
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PRYING IT FORWARD, PAVING THE WAY.

el

The SAS & AAA Alumni Association unites
graduates from all SAS & AAA campuses
across Miami-Dade County to support our
schools, strengthen our community, support
alumni, and create opportunities for the
next generation of scholars.

LEARN MORE
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GET INVOLVED

Being part of the SAS & AAA Alumni Association means more than Staying connected—it's a chance to make a real impact. Whether you want to mentor students,
support scholarships, attend events, or help grow our alurnni community, there are many ways to contribute. Explare the options below to find the opportunity that's

right for you.

Become a Member +
Become a Mentor +
Campus Ambassadors +
Donate & Fundraise +
Host an Intern +
Join a Committee +

Take a LeadershiE Role +



http://sasaaaalumniassociation.com/

Fellowship & Networking,

WINTER HOLIDAY PARTY 2025

ON DECEMBER 22, 2025, THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HOSTED ITS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY AT THE
GLOBE BAR IN CORAL GABLES. SAS AND AAA ALUMNI MINGLED WITH FORMER CLASSMATES AND
TEACHERS, AS WELL AS ALUMNI FROM OTHER CAMPUSES AND GRADUATION YEARS. IT TRULY WAS A
MELTING POT OF GENERATIONS OF MIAMI EXCELLENCE. GUESTS ENJOYED PREMIUM COCKTAILS,
RECEIVED SAS/AAA MERCH, AND TOOK MEMORABLE PHOTOS, ALL WHILE BUILDING THEIR NETWORK.




Mentorship

THE MENTORING COMMITTEE'S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE MENTORSHIP AND
GUIDANCE TO STUDENTS AND ALUMNI WHILE BUILDING A NETWORK OF
SUPPORT, MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS, AND INSPIRATION. THE COMMITTEE
OVERSEES TWO INITIATIVES: THE ALUMNI MENTORING PROGRAM AND THE
VIRTUAL ALUMNI PANELS.

~JULIANA TALAMO, MENTORSHIP COMMITTEE
ALUMNI MENTORING PROGRAM

AS OF OCTOBER, WE'VE OFFICIALLY KICKED OFF THE FIRST COHORT OF OUR ALUMNI
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM! WE'RE STILL ACCEPTING MENTEE APPLICATIONS, SO IF YOU'D
LIKE TO BE MATCHED WITH AN INCREDIBLE MENTOR, PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO APPLY!
SCAN THE QR CODE, OR CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK!

MENTEE APPLICATION

OO
i iF

WE'RE LOOKING FOR PANELISTS FOR OUR ALUMNI TRACK

SERIES!

CONTINUING THE MOMENTUM FROM OUR SUCCESSFUL ALUMNI PANEL, WE'RE LOOKING
TO KICKSTART A “TRACK SERIES,” FEATURING ALUMNI PANELS FOR SPECIALIZED TRACKS,

THIS WILL BE OUR SCHOLAR’S OPPORTUNITY TO ASK THE QUESTIONS THEY'VE BEEN
HESITANT TO ASK ABOUT THE FIELD, AND YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE YOUR STORY!
SCAN THE QR CODE, OR CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK.

SIGN UP TO BE A PANELIST!
WE'RE LOOKING TO HOST THIS

SERIES FOR:
MEDICINE
BUSINESS/FINANCE
LAW
EDUCATION
ENGINEERING
ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT.

DATES FOR EACH PANEL ARE TBD

QUESTIONS? REACH OUT TO ALUMNIASSOCIATIONSASAAA@GMAIL.COM


https://forms.gle/2oNZHBB9zm2FjXXm7
https://forms.gle/vbF7UcACuAxyLTZk7

Get Involved Today!

VOLUNTEER TO ASSIST WITH SOME OF OUR TALENTED ALUMNI-RUN COMMITTEES
ADVISEMENT AND ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE:
THE ADVISEMENT AND ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE SUPPORTS THE MENTOR/MENTEE PROGRAM
BY HELPING DEVELOP APPLICATIONS AND STREAMLINE THE APPLICATION PROCESS. IT
ASSISTS WITH MANAGING AND UPDATING THE MENTOR-MENTEE DATABASE AND
CONTRIBUTES TO SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT THAT PROMOTES THE PROGRAM. THE POSITION
ALSO PLAYS AN ACTIVE ROLE IN CONTINUALLY RECRUITING NEW MENTORS TO SUSTAIN AND
GROW THE PROGRAM.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE, CONTACT THE ADVISEMENT
AND ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR, JENIFFER MALDONADO @
MENTORSHIP@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM.

OUTREACH AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

THIS COMMITTEE SUPPORTS THE ORGANIZATION'S SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE BY
MAINTAINING PLATFORMS, CREATING APPROVED CONTENT, AND CONTRIBUTING TO ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT FEATURES. IT COLLABORATES ON DEVELOPING THEMES AND PLANS FOR SOCIAL
EVENTS, ENGAGEMENTS, AND ADDITIONAL FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES. THE POSITION
ALSO PROMOTES PARTICIPATION IN MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVES AND HELPS SOLICIT
CORPORATE CONTRIBUTORS FOR THE LEGACY LEVEL DONOR'S CIRCLE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE, CONTACT THE OUTREACH
AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR ANDREA SOMARRIBA @
FELLOWSHIP@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM.

REWARD AND RECOGNITION COMMITTEE:

THIS COMMITTEE SUPPORTS THE FULL LIFECYCLE OF THE ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
BY DEVELOPING THE APPLICATION, REVIEWING SUBMISSIONS, ORGANIZING APPLICANT
MATERIALS, AND COORDINATING INTERVIEWS. THE COMMITTEE MANAGES ADMINISTRATIVE
NEEDS SUCH AS TRACKING APPLICANTS, SCHEDULING ZOOM INTERVIEWS, MAINTAINING THE
INTERVIEW CALENDAR, AND PREPARING DIGITAL PACKETS. THE POSITION ALSO PROMOTES
ENGAGEMENT IN THE LEGACY LEVEL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE AND SOLICITS CORPORATE DONORS
FOR THE SAS/AAA LEGACY LEVEL DONOR’S CIRCLE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE, CONTACT THE REWARD AND
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE CHAIR SHAHEER KAZMI @
SCHOLARSHIP@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM.

RESUME AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE:

THIS COMMITTEE ROLE SUPPORTS THE INTERNSHIP AND JOB SHADOWING PROGRAM BY
DEVELOPING THE APPLICATION, DEFINING QUALIFICATIONS FOR BOTH HOSTS AND INTERNS,
AND ORGANIZING AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES BY AREA OF INTEREST. IT PROMOTES
INTERNSHIP AND SHADOWING OPENINGS THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA, INCLUDING “DAY-IN-
THE-LIFE”" SOCIAL MEDIA TAKEOVERS WITH INTERACTIVE Q&A SESSIONS. THE ROLE ALSO
HELPS STUDENTS PREPARE PROFESSIONALLY BY FACILITATING MOCK INTERVIEW
OPPORTUNITIES.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE, CONTACT SOFIA ARANGO,
THE RESUME AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE CHAIR @
DEVELOPMENT@SASAAAALUMNIASSOCIATION.COM.

CAMPUS AMBASSADORS- CURRENT HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS/ SENIORS

e CREATE CONTENT ON CANVA TO ADVERTISE ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS.

e DIRECT REELS TO SHARE ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS.

e MANAGE AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS SUCH AS FACEBOOK, LINKEDIN.

e COLLABORATE WITH THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP AND
PARTICIPATION.

e REPRESENT YOUR CAMPUS WITH PRIDE ON OUR PLATFORMS.

e *YOU WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMMUNITY SERVICE*

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CAMPUS AMBASSADOR, PLEASE REACH OUT TO

OUR EMAIL: ALUMNIASSOCIATIONSASAAA@GMAIL.COM.



 Thank You to our Donors!
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